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Dear Reader,
When Bonnie and I were starting Exchange magazine 37 years 
ago I met David Gleason while I was handing out publicity about 
our yet-to-be-published magazine. David took an interest, helped 
me distribute flyers, and remained as an important personal and 
professional friend ever since. Whenever we were confronted with 
a challenge, we would call David — he would listen, ask a few 
questions, and then give us a fresh insight on what direction to follow.

David Gleason was a true champion for children. Gleason started his early childhood career at Bank Street College where 
he helped launch the Child Development Associate (CDA) program. He next served as a Vice President of Children’s World 
Learning Centers, a provider operating centers in 30 states. Then he was one of the founders of Corporate Family Solutions, 
which developed and operated employer-sponsored child care centers. Corporate Family Solutions eventually merged with 
Bright  Horizons, where Gleason served in an execuive capacity. Upon retiring from Bright Horizons Family Solutions, he 
moved over to the Bright Horizons Foundation for Children where he was involved in setting up over 300 Bright Spaces for 
families who are homeless.

Throughout his career, David was a valuable advisor to a great many people in the field. In 1998 when we were pondering 
starting an international initiative, David was there to help us brainstorm possibilities and bring this wild idea to life. 
Together we agreed to make three World Forum on Early Care and Education conferences happen to see if the concept 
worked to make a difference in the lives of children and the people who care for them. Fifteen years later, our dream has 
exceeded our ability to imagine. In the first decade of the World Forum, David served as President of the Board and was 
always there (along with his entire family at times) to support us physically, emotionally, and financially. What was special 
about his support was that he truly cared about the success of those he helped. And, he was able to diffuse tense situations 
with his great sense of humor.

Gleason will be remembered by so many for his warmth, humor, creativity, and never-ending kindness. For David’s untiring 
support, we are indebted.
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