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Dear Reader,
Can you believe it? Thirty-seven years of Exchange magazine 
— an excellent time to look back, to revisit our mission, and to 
see how far we’ve come and how we’ve changed since 1978.

“There is nothing like looking, if you want to find 
something,” observes J.R.R. Tolkien in The Lord of the Rings.  

And, indeed, there are multiple directions for us to look in order to chart our course.

In addition to looking back, we need to look forward. At Exchange we are making plans to carry our mission 
into the future, to use technology to strengthen connections within our field and across professional and 
information boundaries. We are searching for leaders and advocates for children and families and we are 
pushing ourselves to be provocative, yet grounding.

Ever conscious of where we are, we need to look down and watch each step. The future needs to be 
encountered with mindful, thoughtful spirits guided by mission and committed to values.

We must constantly look around us to learn what is happening in our profession and in the world. 
Everything is interconnected and all change impacts children.

In her article in this issue, Karen Stephens challenges us to look up (see cover image and article on page 28). 
This is the view that connects us to the universe, the view of the natural world shared by all humanity.  
This view gives us perspective.

Back, forward, down, around, and up. A bit like crossing the street! We intend to use all our ways of seeing  
to guide us forward.

Wake up to ExchangeEveryDay, the free daily online newsbrief published by Exchange magazine: www.ChildCareExchange.com/eed
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