
 

 

January 30, 2015 

 

To Whom It May Concern 
 
On behalf of the National Council of La Raza (NCLR) – the largest national Hispanic civil 
rights and advocacy organization in the United States – it is with great pleasure that I offer 
this letter of recommendation on behalf of Isabel Garcia for the Child Care Exchange 
Emerging Early Childhood Leaders.    
 
Over the years, I have had many opportunities admire Isabel’s work as she moved up the 
programmatic and leadership levels within RCMA, one of NCLR’s most honored early 
education affiliates.   In 2014,  Isabel was selected as one of five individuals from across 
the country selected as a Fellow for the National Institute for Latino Leaders in Early 
Childhood Education, a project which I led as the Director of Early Childhood Education 
for the National Council of La Raza.  During her Fellowship year, Isabel and I worked 
closely together as she researched and produced an important policy memorandum on 
the impact of Florida’s Kindergarten Entry Assessment on Dual Language children and 
the providers who serve them. In her role as Associate Deputy Director of RCMA, Isabel 
shoulders an enormous amount of responsibility, nevertheless, Isabel worked tirelessly 
to advancing the policy issue that she selected and is a leader within the National Migrant 
and Seasonal Head Start Association.   
 
Isabel has an unrivaled grasp of the issues faced by young dual language learners, 
immigrant and migrant children and their families and coupled with her expertise and 
commitment to delivering high quality bilingual early education she and the RCMA team, 
have in place models of exemplary services throughout the State.   Isabel’s warm and 
personal approach to building relationships with parents, staff, and ECE advocates has 
contributed greatly to her being able to advance the issues of quality, access and equity 
for low income and migrant children.  Her integrity, and authentic and open 
communication style has earned her the respect of her peers, her staff and the State and 
National advocates who have the privilege of working alongside her. 
 

Isabel’s relentless pursuit of excellence, collaborative style and generosity of spirit are 
much needed qualities for future early education leaders.  It is our privilege to support her 
candidacy for the Emerging Leader recognition.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Antonia Lopez 
Director, Early Childhood Education 
NCLR  


