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Carola Matera
One University Drive, Madera Hall #2725
Camarillo, CA 93012
carola.matera@csuci.edu
 (805) 437- 3689
Curriculum Vitae

EDUCATION AND CREDENTIALS

Ph.D. in Education, September 2008 – University of California Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, California

Emphases: Special Education, Disabilities, and At-Risk Studies/Applied Linguistics

Dissertation Title: Effects of Writing Instruction on Head Start English Learners at Risk for Learning Difficulties
Post-graduate Coursework in Applied Research in Literacy, Summer 2003 – Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland

Master of Science in Pre-kindergarten/Primary Education, 1999 – Barry University, Miami Shores, Florida

Thesis Title: The Effects of Vocabulary Strategies on ESL Primary Learners’ Retention of Science Words

Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs & Environmental Planning, 1997 – University of Miami, Florida

1996 Summer Study Abroad: Institute for American Universities, Aix-en-Provence, France

Teaching Certification, Early Childhood Education, 1992 – Centro Cultural Italiano, Buenos Aires, Argentina

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
California State university channel islands, Camarillo, CA 
Assistant Professor - School of Education, Early Childhood Studies (2012 - Present)

Teaching

Early Childhood Studies 320: Teaching & Learning in Preschool/Primary: Integrated Curriculum & Assessment


Early Childhood Studies 462: Dual Language Learners: Context and Approaches



Early Childhood Studies 468: Early Language, Literacy and Math Development



Early Childhood Studies 494: Independent Research Studies

Research

Early Childhood Dual Language Learners School Readiness Project, Ventura Unified School District

Project POLL (Personalized Oral Language(s) Learning), Stretch to Kindergarten (Heising-Simons Foundation)
Project OLÉ (Oralidad, Lectura y Escritura), (Heising-Simons Foundation)
Blended Learning: Integrating dialogic reading online modules (U.S. Department of Education, Doing What Works grant- Partnership with Loyola Marymount University)

Other Activities
· Keynote speaker, National Center for Quality Teaching and Learning, Office of Head Start. San Diego, CA (2015)
· Co-Principal Investigator with Dr. Marlene Zepeda (CSULA) Pilot research study: “Teacher-Child Interactions in Preschool Classrooms with Young Children whose Home Language Is Not English”, Long Beach, CA (2015)
· Cross-Institutional Learning Community Faculty Fellow. Project Aligning Learning and Academic Success. California State University (2015)
· Dual Language Lead Consultant for the Children, Youth and Families Department, Office of Child Development, New Mexico (2014-Present)
· Dual Language Lead Consultant, Head Start programs at The Centers, Ohio (2014)
· Dual Language/School Readiness Lead Consultant. Community Action Program of Tulsa, Oklahoma (2012-2014)
· Stretch to Kindergarten, Family Engagement Institute: Professional development and data analyses (2013)
· California Resource and Referral Network: Train of the trainers focused on dual language learners (2013)
· Ventura Unified School District: Research study focused on dual language programs in Ventura county (2013)
· Ventura County Office of Education: Professional development series on dual language learners (2013)
· Early Edge California: Initiative focused on supporting culture and language in Transitional Kindergarten (2013) 
· Early Dual Language Development (EDLD) Standards Expert Panel (2013)

· Illinois KIDS, West Ed: Desired Results developmental Profile – School Readiness (DRDP-SR)

-Development of Spanish language measures

-Review of the alignment of the DRDP-SR with WIDA (2012-2013)

· Office of Head Start National Center on Cultural and Linguistic Responsiveness’ professional development National Webinar: The Planned Language Approach (2012)
· Dual Language Consultant, Sioux Falls Head Start, South Dakota (2012)
aCADEMY FOR EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, Washington, DC (August 2009-May 2010) 
Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Project
Grantee Specialist
Managed a cluster of grantees in California and Arizona and provide individualized training and technical consulting assistance to strengthen and enhance programs. Provided expertise knowledge in child education, health and family support, organizational assessments, organization development, program design and management, monitoring and evaluation. Developed a professional development model for Migrant and Seasonal programs to ensure a systematic approach for quality instruction of dual language learners. 
University of California, Santa Barbara, California (2006-2007) 

Institute for Social, Behavioral, and Economic Research

Manager, Center for Advanced Studies of Individual Differences

Under the guidance of Dr. Michael Gerber, coordinated activities and research for Center for Advanced Studies of Individual Differences. Provided continuing support to Head Start preschool teachers and Harding kindergarten teachers in areas including literacy, early childhood development, and English learners.
Developed second partnership with the Community Action Commission of Santa Barbara to apply for grant to create and implement literacy curriculum for English learners in Head Start, 2006-2007. Forwarded collaboration between Gevirtz Graduate School of Education and Harding School as active member of Harding Early Childhood Education Initiative, a partnership among multiple stakeholders committed to narrowing the achievement gap by developing high quality early learning experiences in preschool through second grade; participated in meetings, collaborated with kindergarten teacher, and contributed expertise in ECE for English learners within school serving 571 preschool-through-sixth-grade students (94 percent Hispanic and 61 percent English learners). Provided expert training and mentorship to lead teacher of Harding School in collaboration between University of California Santa Barbara's Gevirtz School and Harding School. Introduced proven strategies to ensure high quality learning experiences for English learners, including science-based instruction and curriculum delivery using a Reggio Emilia inspired approach.

ACADEMY FOR EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, Washington, DC (2001 to 2003)
Early Learning Coordinator, Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Project (2002-2003)

Directed and supervised activities of team of mentor-coach specialists providing training and technical assistance to local Migrant and Seasonal Head Start programs. Served as subject matter expert for Office of Head Start staff regarding information and research-based practice techniques related to early literacy, second language learners, and curriculum development. Instrumental in preparing and deploying mentor-coach specialists to facilitate programs in 39 participating states.

Child Development/Literacy Specialist, Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Project (2002)

Leveraged extensive background in child development to train and support Migrant and Seasonal Head Start grantees in structuring staff development opportunities for teachers, center directors, training specialists, and other staff members. Educated staff on child growth and development and on developmentally appropriate center and home playground environments and equipment; modeled optimal screening, assessment, curriculum development, observation, and individualization techniques. Provided specialized instruction and technical assistance in infant / toddler and preschool literacy and second language acquisition. Compiled and distributed Spanish-language resources. Updated and maintained web site information on child development issues.

Program Specialist, Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Quality Improvement Center (2001-2002)

Recruited to support program grantees in providing services to children with disabilities, ages 0 to 5. Designed and conducted training seminars and workshops on disability issues and behavior management; served as strong program advocate negotiating interagency agreements with state and local entities.

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI, Miami, Florida (1998-2001)

Intervention Specialist, Mailman Center for Child Development (1998-2000; 2001)

Completed special projects during consecutive assignments with child development agency housed in university hospital. Offered technical assistance to participating childcare centers throughout Miami-Dade County; coordinated, drafted, and distributed replication manual. Provided language stimulation and play therapy for Head Start children ages 3 to 5. Designed resource manual promoting and supporting inclusion of children with special needs into childcare settings.

PROJECTS AND SERVICES

Community Action Project Head Start- Tulsa, Oklahoma (July 2011 - Summer 2013)

Support grantee’s initiative to develop school readiness goals, build systems to ensure high quality services and improve teaching and learning practices in classrooms with children who are dual language learners.

Office of Head Start National Center on Cultural & Linguistic Responsiveness (May 2011-August 2012)

Provide support to national team to review and develop research-based materials to help programs develop systems and services responsive to the needs of children who are dual language learners and their families. Assist in identifying exemplary early childhood programs that serve young children from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, assist in video-taping initiative in collaboration with WETA/PBS.

Stretch to Kindergarten (October 2010- Summer 2012)

Provide consulting services to design a professional development model for the Stretch to Kindergarten Program, with a focus on intentional teaching and instructional support for dual language learners. Provide direct coaching to support on-going professional development focused on interactive dialogic reading and dual language strategies. Provided coaching and on-going support to teachers and leaders during STK programming during summer 2012.
Loyola Marymount University, Center for Equity for English Learners (January 2011-Summer 2013)

As a Center Scholar and early learning specialist, focus is on developing and delivering three online courses for the new Transitional Kindergarten Teaching Certificate: Designing Modified Curricula for Transitional Kindergarten, Fostering Family and Community Engagement for Transitional Kindergarten, Using Assessment to Support Early Learning and Development in Transitional Kindergarten. Design and teach a Spanish linguistics, bilingualism and bilingual literacy instruction course for the Academic Spanish Teaching Certificate. 
Assisted in training coaches, designed and conducted professional development sessions, provided-in-classroom support. Assisted in the coordination of data, interpretation of data results, and final report write-up. Submitted papers for future conferences to disseminate findings.

Santa Cruz County Head Start- Watsonville, California (January 2012)

Provided detailed professional development to the grantee’s teaching staff focused on building capacity to serve young children who are dual language learners in different programmatic contexts: programs providing dual language where instruction is provided in English and in Spanish, and programs providing instruction in English with home language support for all languages present in the classroom.

Head Start Sioux Falls School District (April 2011-March 2012)

Provide leadership on dual language learning to support ongoing activities to build a sound infrastructure to support children who are dual language learners and their families. Provide professional development to all teachers and community partners on dual language learning, focusing on teaching practices and development of oral language and comprehension skills. Support dual language pilot in selected classrooms. 

Los Angeles Unified School District (September 2010- July 2011)

Provide leadership and ongoing support to LAUSD team on the Transitional Kindergarten implementation study. Coordinate professional development for teaching cohort and provide consultation on TK coaching design and training.

Campesinos Unidos, Inc Head Start - El Centro, California (August 2011)

Provided professional development and targeted support for leadership team around Head Start initiatives to improve quality and ensure accountability.

Child Care Resource Center (July 2011) 
Design and conduct professional development trainings to build teaching capacity around school readiness, focused enhancements for dual language learners, assessment, early learning standards, and family engagement.

Foothill Community College (July 2011)

Participated in the organization’s strategic planning process and provided guidance and assistance for the expansion of the Family Engagement Institute.

Santa Clara County Office of Education, San Jose, California (July 2010-March 2011) 

Supported grantee in integrating systems and procedures to support children who are dual language learners throughout all programmatic areas. Focus on identifying challenges in preparing culturally and linguistically responsive lesson plans, assessment, CLASS, teaching strategies, and school readiness efforts. 

Preschool California (May-September 2010)

Provided consulting services under the guidance of Dr. Linda Espinosa (chief consultant) to the Los Angeles Unified School District for the Transitional Kindergarten pilot study. Developed with Dr. Espinosa a Transitional Kindergarten Curriculum and Assessment Review and Recommendations report. Designed and delivered a summer instructional institute for TK teachers.

Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District, Santa Monica, California (June 2010)

Coordinated with grantee dual language efforts to integrate into Head Start programming. Collected data on teacher and child interactions and classroom environments related to dual language learning, provided a dual language workshop for teachers, and drafted a dual language policy.

Santa Clara County Office of Education, San Jose, California (March 2010) 

Worked with grantee in the 2009-2010 Head Start, Early Head Start, and Child Care Partnerships’ self-assessment. Collected all data, using Santa Clara County Office of Education Head Start Program Checklist with Office of Head Start Monitoring System 2010, and performed classroom observations. Developed a written summary report of findings and provided recommendations for improvement.

Office of Head Start - U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Washington, DC (February 2010)

Ready for Success: Supporting Dual Language Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start Webcast. Under the guidance of Sharon Yandian, language specialist at the Office of Head Start, participated in the development and delivery of content for the professional development series webinar: Supporting Literacy Development for Children who are Dual Language Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start.  

Office of Head Start - U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Washington, DC (January 2010)

Ready for Success: Supporting Dual Language Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start Webcast. Under the guidance of Sharon Yandian, language specialist at the Office of Head Start, participated in the development and delivery of content for the professional development series webcast: Supporting Language Development for Children Who Are Dual Language Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start.  

Head Start Knowledge & Information Management Services, Washington, DC (May 2009-February 2010)

In collaboration with the agency and under the guidance of Sharon Yandian, the Office of Head Start’s Early Language Specialist, shaped the current Dual Language Learners and their Families section of the Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center. Reviewed and developed resources and research to support the Dual Language Learner’s website section and made recommendations for additional content.

University of Texas Health Science Center, Houston, Texas (May 2008-February 2009) 

Children's Learning Institute, Department of Pediatrics

Under the guidance of Dr. Emily Solari, created supplementary materials for preschool teachers to speak to and promote children’s development of early literacy skills and dual language acquisition and to advance classroom instructional methodologies and curriculum. Provided focused consulting to university staff to support their delivery of training and technical assistance to Head Start/preschool teachers.

Miami-Dade School Readiness Coalition, Miami, Florida (2001) 

Under the auspices of United Way Inclusion Assistance Grant, provided training to childcare center staff, developed action plans for children, and participated in parent-teacher-director consultations. Served as a liaison between childcare programs and community service agencies.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING & TRAINING EXPERIENCE

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, Santa Barbara, California
Instructor, Gevirtz Graduate School of Education/Department of Spanish and Portuguese (2004-2006)

Concurrent with graduate education, structured and conducted undergraduate-level courses in Education and Spanish to sections of up to 40 students. Prepared classroom presentations, activities, and lectures; evaluated student progress. Provided attentive student advising to identify individual strengths and suggest positive directions for improvement. In addition, co-taught specialized undergraduate course, “Education: Individual Differences in Young Children”


Barry University, Miami Shores, Florida

Co-Instructor, Graduate School of Education (2000) 

Country Day School, San José, Costa Rica

Toddler/Pre-Kindergarten Lead Teacher (Summer 2000)
Graduate Assistant, Department of Counseling (1999)

Designed and conducted graduate-level Education courses, “Explorations and Investigations in PreK-Primary Science” and “Literature for Young Children” 

Lincoln School, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Preschool/First Grade Spanish Teacher (1992 to 1994)

Saint John’s School, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Early Childhood Education Teacher (1992)

All Saint’s School, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Second Grade Teacher (1990)
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
CSU Los Angeles and CSU Channel Islands in partnership with the Los Angeles Office of Child Care and National Institute for Early Education Research. Evaluation project of the effects of CLASS and CASEBA on teacher practice in classrooms with young dual language learners (present).
Center for Early Care and Education –Dual Language Learners. Collaborating with Principal Investigators at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill in conducting research study in California (2012-2013)
Stretch to Kindergarten at the Family Engagement Institute at Foothill College. Studying the effects of professional development focused on implementation of Personalized Oral Language(s) Learning (POLL) Strategies in a summer bridge program for Latino 5 year-old children (2013)
Ventura Unified School District, dual language preschools. Studying the effects of professional development and implementation of (POLL) strategies to enhance student outcomes (begins Fall 2013)
Doing What Works, U.S. Department of Education (2012). In collaboration with the Center for Equity for English Learners (CEEL) at Loyola Marymount University, received funds to develop online modules for training Transitional Kindergarten teachers on implementing interactive dialogic reading practices and meeting the needs of young dual language learners. 

Doing What Works, U.S. Department of Education (2011). As part of the team from the Center for Equity for English Learners (CEEL) at Loyola Marymount University collaborated with Los Angeles Unified School District’s Transitional Kindergarten (TK) Program to incorporate dialogic reading practices and resources into the curriculum and the instructional programming in the TK program’s professional development. 

Project WRITE! Benefits of Developmental Writing in Head Start Preschool Children, University of Santa Barbara (2005-2007)

Conducted two-year study applying randomized experimental design to evaluate the effectiveness of a literacy curriculum incorporating explicit opportunities for Spanish-speaking Head Start preschool children (N=76) to develop writing abilities in English. Addressed English language acquisition by providing instruction in children’s first language (Spanish) while incorporating new vocabulary in English. Developed curriculum teaching print concepts, storytelling, and writing by emphasizing creative activities as a means of developing pre-reading and writing skills. Measured and analyzed variance demonstrated between treatment group and control group, charting statistically significant gains among treatment group in English and Spanish writing acquisition.

Research Apprenticeship, Center for Advanced Studies of Individual Differences, University of Santa Barbara (2004-2005). La Patera Project: Supported Center’s central initiative to research English reading acquisition by Spanish-speaking children. Investigated cross-linguistic transfer of phonological skills from Spanish to English literacy, administering participant testing, and compiling data. 

Field Research, Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica (1999). Performed fieldwork in coastal cultures to develop research proposal on educational cultural beliefs within local groups.
SCHOLARLY & CREATIVE ACTIVITIES

Matera, C. (in press). Incorporating Scaffolded Dialogic Reading Practice in Teacher Training: An Opportunity to Improve Instruction of Young Dual Language Learners in Transitional Kindergarten. Center for Equity for English Learners. Loyola Marymount University.

Matera, C., Armas, E., & Lavadenz, M. (in review). Using Dialogic Reading to Foster Language and Literacy Development for Young Dual Language Learners.
Matera, C. & Estrada, M. (in review). Preparing California’s Early Care & Education Workforce to Teach Young Dual Language Learners.
Matera, C., et al. (2014). Preparing California’s Early Childhood Education 0-8 Workforce: Issues and Recommendations. California Commission on Teacher Credentialing. Sacramento, CA.

Matera C., et al. (2013). Position Statement on ECE Credentialing. California Commission for Teaching Credentialing. Sacramento, CA.

Matera, C. et al. (2013). Rejoinder to Teachstone’s “Dual Language Learners and the CLASS Measure”. Campaign for Quality Early Education Coalition.
Matera, C., Lavadenz, M., & Armas, E. (2013). Dialogic reading and the development of transitional kindergarten teachers’ expertise with dual language learners. Multilingual Educator. California Association for Bilingual Education, p-37-40.
Magruder, E.S., Hayslip, W.W., Espinosa, L.M. & Matera, C. (2013). Many languages, one teacher: Supporting language and literacy development for preschool dual language learners. Young Children, 68 (1): 8–15. 
Matera, C. & Gonzalez, M. (2013). Integration is inspiration: Supporting preschool, transitional kindergarten, and kindergarten teachers to integrate strategies for school readiness of Latino children. Channel Magazine. California State University Channel Islands.
Matera, C., Gutierrez-Clellen, V., & Parra, M. (2013). Spanish Language Development Measures. California Desired Results Developmental Profile- School Readiness. California Department of Education- Child Division. WestED. 
Matera, C., Armas, E., & Lavadenz, M. (2012). Dialogic reading and the development of Transition al Kindergarten teachers’ expertise with dual language learners. Paper accepted at American Educational Research Association.

Matera, C. (2011). Longitudinal outcomes for preschool dual language learners receiving writing instruction. NHSA Dialog, 14(3).
Espinosa, L. M., & Matera, C. (2011). Transitional Kindergarten Implementation Guide. Los Angeles Unified School District. Los Angeles, CA.
Espinosa, L. M., Matera, C., & Magruder, E. (2011). Personalized Oral Language(s) Learning. Los Angeles Unified School District. Los Angeles, CA.
Espinosa, L. M., & Matera, C. (2010). Transition Kindergarten Curriculum and Assessment: Review and Recommendations. Los Angeles Unified School District. Los Angeles, CA.
Matera, C., & Gerber, M. (2008) Effects of a literacy curriculum that supports writing development of Spanish-speaking English learners in Head Start. NHSA Dialog, 11(1), 25-43.

Recent Professional Activities:

1. Preschool California Transitional Kindergarten Planning and Advisory Committees, member.
1. Office of Head Start 1st National Leadership Institute. An Effective Professional Development Approach for Programs Serving Children who are Dual Language Learners. Washington, D.C. 
2. West Ed & U.S. Department of Education. Findings from Implementation Award Project. San Francisco 2011.
3. Child Care Planning Council Northern Region. Transitional Kindergarten Presentation, Santa Maria, September 2010.
4. First 5 Santa Barbara Advisory Council. Transitional Kindergarten and Young Dual Language Learners presentation, Santa Barbara, July 2011.
5. Child Care Planning Council. Early Steps towards TK Implementation, Santa Barbara, June 2011.
6. First 5 Early Learning, Research, Practice, and Policy Conference. Panelist: “Dual Language Acquisition: Current Research and Models.” Sacramento, CA. March 2011.
7. Central California Regional Summit on Transitional Kindergarten. “Supporting ELs in Transition Kindergarten at Los Angeles Unified School District.” Fresno, CA. March 2011.
8. Edward Zigler Western Regional Research Institute. Presenter. San Francisco, CA. February 2011.
9. California Head Start Association Conference. Presenter. February 2011.
10. First 5 Santa Barbara County Advisory Board member (2011-2014), Early Childhood and Evaluation Committee member.
11. Head Start Reviewer Consultant in Early Childhood Development. Danya, Washington, DC. October 2010.
12. Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) Pre-K, Observer Certification.
13. Observation Protocol for Academic Literacies (OPAL), Loyola Marymount University. Certified Trainer. October 2010.
14. Preschool Guided Language Acquisition Design (PreK-GLAD). Orange County Office of Education. Summer 2010.
15. Kindergarten Guided Language Acquisition Design (K-GLAD). Orange County Office of Education. Summer 2010.
16. Gomez & Gomez Dual Language Institute. Dallas, Texas. July 2010.
17. Schools Moving Up e-Institute. West Ed (April 2010). Leadership Seminar on English Language Learners: Aligning Theory, Policy, and Practices. 
18. Office of Head Start National Webcast (February 2010). Supporting Literacy Development for Children Who Are Dual Language Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start.  
19. Office of Head Start National Webcast (January 2010). Supporting Language Development for Children Who Are Dual Language Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start. 
20.  Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching and Learning in Head Start (2010).  Early Learning Dual Language Learner Forum. Preschool California. Los Angeles, California.
21. Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Literacy Teaching in MSHS Classrooms: A Systemic Approach (2010). 39th National Migrant & Seasonal Head Start Conference. Washington, DC.
LANGUAGES
Spanish, English, French

