
Georgia Association on Young Children    

 
 
January 28, 2015 

RE:  Emerging Leaders-- Courtney May 

 

To whom it may concern: 

I am gladly writing this letter of reference for Courtney May for the “Emerging Leaders Nomination”.  I have 
known Courtney for over 10 years and have had the pleasure of seeing her grow and emerge as a leader.  Courtney is a 
leader with a servant heart and was the director at the Frazer Center in Atlanta which is a NAEYC accredited center that 
is a high quality, inclusive program.  She is now the director of the Suzuki School in Atlanta which is a SACS accredited 
program that is a leader in early childhood education.  Courtney is also president elect for the Georgia Association on 
Young Children’s Board of Directors and has served on the board at the state level for many years.  Courtney possesses 
the standard leadership skills that we all think of, but she also possesses some that set her apart from others. 

As you watch Courtney interact with those around her it becomes evident that she is a leader that believes in 
people, operates with integrity and has that winning attitude that true leaders have.  Through Courtney’s interactions 
with others it is evident that she believes that people are one of the most valuable assets.  She pours her leadership 
efforts into those around her helping them to grow and prosper.  Relationship building and empowering others is at the 
core of what Courtney does and this produces great results.  Integrity is another highly regarded characteristic of 
Courtney’s.  It is evident that she holds true to a strong system of values and ethics that help guide her in her daily life 
and leadership. Courtney’s beliefs are mirrored by her conduct, and she is authentic in what she says, as well as what 
she does.  Courtney also possesses that extra plus in leadership, the winning attitude.  I have never witnessed Courtney 
with anything less than a positive attitude, even when times were challenging. A leaders attitude helps determine the 
attitudes of their followers and as you observe Courtney’s followers it is obvious that she leads with a winning attitude. 

Courtney would be a great candidate for the “Emerging Leader” award for these reasons and so many more.  It 
is a pleasure to watch Courtney as she motivates others around her to strive for more and often times become leaders 
themselves. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Christina Parker 

Executive Director   
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