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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in strong support of the nomination of Iris Chin Ponte as an exceptional 
emerging leader in the field of early care and education. Iris stands out for combining an 
extraordinary array of skills and abilities in her work as director of the Henry Frost 
Children’s Program, as an active researcher and writer, and for her extensive volunteer 
work in the non-profit sector, which is how I have come to know her.

I have had the great pleasure and privilege of working with Iris through Families with 
Children from China New England (FCCNE), where she has served as a board member 
since 2010.  FCCNE is a completely volunteer-run non-profit organization that offers 
information, resources and connections for families with children adopted from China, 
providing ways for our families to come together to connect with our children’s heritage 
and to enrich our lives by sharing experiences, concerns, and insights. Based in Greater 
Boston, we have over 1,000 member families across New England.

From the beginning of her involvement with FCCNE, Iris has been an enthusiastic and 
innovative board member who has brought thoughtfully planned educational programs to 
our families as Co-chair of the Education Committee. Her volunteer work with FCCNE is 
underlined by her knowledge of child development and her cross-cultural expertise.  She 
has shown leadership nationally by combining ground breaking new research with 
programs that explore timely issues for families. Most recently, she and her colleague 
presented a workshop on Birthparent Search and Reunion in China to capacity 
audiences here in Boston as well as in New York.  In addition to her impressive academic 
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credentials, Iris is a wonderful colleague who brings pure joy and delight to her work 
with children and sensitivity and caring to her work with their families. 

In addition to Iris’ volunteer work for FCCNE, I have also been privileged to witness her 
work and leadership as a board member of the non-profit organization Yunnan Kids 
International (YKI), which where she has played a leading role in designing and raising 
funds for a natural Play Garden for the large foster village in Kunming, China. The Play 
Garden is carefully designed to foster optimal development for children with special 
needs and interaction between children and their caregivers in the context of rural 
China. One of the most critical aspects of this project is the involvement of caregivers in 
China with the design. Once complete, the Play Garden will serve a large number of 
children living in the Kunming foster village for years to come and promises to be a 
model nationwide.

As a volunteer for both FCCNE and YKI, Iris Chin Ponte has been a strong leader and 
exceptional collaborator in ways that make a tremendous difference to the lives of 
thousands of children and their families both in the United States and in China.  I can 
not imagine another person who could be more deserving of the distinction of being 
recognized as a national leader in early childhood care and education. 

Sincerely,

Emily Curran
President
Families with Children From China New England
EmilyC@fccne.org
www.fccne.org
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