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8:00 - 8:30a Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 - 9:00a Welcome from Chad Dunkley in the Auditorium
   MCCA President/New Horizon Academy                           
   Chief Executive Offi cer

9:00 - 10:30a Closing the Achievement Gap
  Art Rolnick

10:45a - 12:00p Licensing
  Department of Human Services

12:00 - 1:00p Lunch, Door Prizes in the Upper Level Concourse, 
   Exhibit Hall Viewing

1:15 - 2:15p Breakout Sessions: 
1. Leadership in Early Childhood
 Patti Jo Wilson - Lakeshore Learning
2. Minnesota Legislation and How It                    

Affects Your Center
Chad Dunkley - New Horizon Academy, Clare Sanford - New 
Horizon Academy, and Patrick Lobejko - Ewald Consulting

3. Immunization Requirements for Child Care
Lisa Harris and Ben Christianson - 
Minnesota Department of Health

2:30 - 3:00p  Dessert and Vendors

3:00 - 4:30p  Silent Impact:  Infl uence
  Through Purpose,
  Persistence, and Passion
 Joe Schmit
   

 Join MCCA and receive

 50% Off 
your conference 
registration fee!

Attendees will receive 8 hours of in-service 
credit. Certificates of attendance will be 
available at the end of the conference. 

OF EVENTS
Schedule
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Art Rolnick
Arthur J. Rolnick is a Senior Fellow and Co-Director of the Human 
Capital Research Collaborative at the Humphrey School of Public 
Affairs, the University of Minnesota. Rolnick is working to advance 
multidisciplinary research on child development and social policy. 
He previously served at the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
as a senior vice president and director of research and as an 
associate economist with the Federal Open Market Committee—
the monetary policymaking body for the Federal Reserve System. 
Rolnick’s essays on public policy issues have gained national 
attention; his research interests include banking and fi nancial 
economics, monetary policy, monetary history, the economics of 
federalism, and the economics of education. His work on early 

childhood development has garnered numerous awards, including those from the George Lucas 
Educational Foundation and the Minnesota Department of Health, both in 2007; he was also 
named 2005 Minnesotan of the Year by Minnesota Monthly magazine.
A native of Michigan, Rolnick has a bachelor’s degree in mathematics and a master’s degree in 
economics from Wayne State University, Detroit; and a doctorate in economics from the University 
of Minnesota.

9:00-10:30a Auditorium

Closing the Achievement Gap - Art Rolnick

Despite having a highly educated work force, Minnesota has one of the largest education gaps in
the country. Based on a comprehensive school readiness assessment, the state estimates that overall 
70 percent of children entering kindergarten are school-ready. The percentage of poverty children 
assessed as school-ready, however, is as low as 18 percent in some communities. To close this gap,
the state has long recognized the need for early intervention in at-risk children and has developed 
the “Minnesota Model” for Early Childhood Education (ECE). The Minnesota Model consists of
home-visiting nurses and mentors, starting as early as prenatal and early learning scholarships for 
parents to select from high-quality ECE programs. 

Little progress will be made in closing the achievement gap if we wait until children enter
kindergarten or even if we simply add a 4-year old grade to our schools. Waiting until age four
is too late for our most vulnerable children. The low-income children -- who are most at-risk of
falling into achievement gaps -- need multiple years in a high-quality early learning environment in
order to catch up and be prepared for kindergarten. The Minnesota Model has been successfully
implemented across the state and signifi cantly increased the school readiness of the children from
low-income families. It has been shown that this model is scalable and effective. Based on the
economic returns, there is no better public investment.

Speakers
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Breakout Sessions 
1:15-2:15p

Speakers
CONTINUED

10:45a-12:00p Auditorium

2017 Licensing - Minnesota Department of Human Services

Representors from DHA including Licensing, Background Studies, 
Child Care Assistance as well as Child Development Services 
will be attending the session. This group will give updated
information from all areas. They will be able to answer questions 
about changes and updates. 

1.  Leadership in Early Childhood - Patti Jo Wilson

We will explore effective strategies for strengthening teamwork, communication, and time
management. Communication is the key to working successfully as a team. Managing time in order
to effectively complete tasks can be a struggle as well. Together we will explore techniques and
strategies that may help in your day-to-day management.

Patti Jo Wilson:  As a key member of Lakeshore’s Professional Services Group, Patti Jo Wilson 
draws on her extensive background in early childhood and elementary education to provide the 
most effective strategies for supporting children in a variety of different learning environments.
 
As a board member of the New York Head Start Association, Patti Jo has served children and 
families in multiple Head Start programs and provided direct oversight in both Universal Pre-K 
and Early Learning Child Care settings. In addition, her two decades of teaching in the Northeast 
region provide Patti Jo with clear insight into the practical needs of educators in the classroom.
 
Patti Jo is certifi ed in K-12 literacy instruction as well as early childhood education, N-6th 
grade. Patti Jo holds a B.S. degree in behavioral science and a master’s degree in literacy. Her 
administrative background also includes policy and procedure development, ensuring program 
accountability, and coordinating with multiple agencies at the local, state, and federal levels.
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Speakers
CONTINUED

2.  Minnesota Legislation and How It Affects Your Center - Chad Dunkley, New
Horizon Academy; Clare Sanford, New Horizon Academy; Patrick Lobejko, Ewald Consulting

This workshop will give updates on legislation that has affected or will affect early childhood 
programs in Minnesota.

Chad Dunkley is Chief Executive Offi cer for New Horizon Academy and Kinderberry Hill. 
Chad oversees personnel, marketing, property management, and operations for 66 locations. 
He received his J.D. from William Mitchell College of Law and his B.A. in management from 
Hamline University. Chad is president of the Minnesota Child Care Association (MCCA) and 
also serves as a board member for the National Child Care Association (NCCA), the Early 
Care and Education Consortium, and is on the advisory board for Rasmussen College’s child 
care program. Chad is the Public Policy Chair of Ready 4 K and on the board of directors. 
He is on an advisory board for Inter Faith Outreach and Community Partners and has been a 
member of the Child Care Program Assistance Rule Change Committee. He is very active in the 
political arena focusing on early childhood; he has testifi ed and met with national, state, and 
local offi cials to advocate improving programs for young children. Chad is an active member 
of several other professional associations, including the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC), the Minnesota Association for the Education of Young Children 
(MnAEYC), Child Care WORKS, Stand for Children, Minnesota Child Care Fraud Task Force, 
Minnesota Child Care Cost Containment Task Force, Early Childhood Finance Circle, as well as 
the Minnesota Bar Association, and the Hennepin County Bar Association.
 
Clare Sanford is Director of Government and Community Relations for New Horizon 
Academy and Government Relations Chair for the Minnesota Child Care Association. In these 
roles, she works to increase early childhood access, quality, and resources for young children, 
families, and educators. She began her career teaching in a high-need elementary school in 
Houston, TX, an experience that spurred her to learn more about the macro issues affecting 
low-income children and families in our society.  In graduate school, the confl uence of both 
early childhood neuroscience and economic research was a (good) smack in the head: THIS is 
where she should spend her career. Since then she has held varied positions in the government, 
philanthropic, and non-profi t sectors, all focused on young children and vulnerable families. 
Professional/policy interests include early childhood mental health, risk & resilience, teacher 
education & support, equity, and anti-bias efforts. Personal interests include astronauts, history, 
and chocolate cake.  Lots of chocolate cake. Clare received her B.A. from St. Olaf College and 
her Master in Public Policy from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government. 

(continued)
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Patrick Lobejko joined Ewald in January 2013 as a Government Affairs Consultant. His areas 
of focus include early childhood education and numerous health and human services issues. He 
has represented MCCA for the past three legislative sessions, advocating for increased dollars 
for early learning scholarships and policies that affect child care centers throughout the state. 
Before joining Ewald Consulting, he served as a Research Consultant for the Majority Caucus in 
the Minnesota House of Representatives where he worked with the Health and Human Services 
Committee. There, he assisted members in bill drafting and analyzing legislation. Prior to that, 
Patrick served in the United States Navy in communications. He served in Italy and spent a year in 
Afghanistan working with the Afghan National Police. 

Patrick has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Minnesota as well as a Masters of Public 
Affairs from the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey School of Public Affairs.

Speakers
CONTINUED

3.  Immunization Requirements for Child Care - Lisa Harris and Ben Christianson,
Minnesota Department of Health

Minnesota law requires that all licensed child care providers help make sure young children are
immunized against serious diseases. As noted in the recent measles outbreak, the importance of
immunization or legal exemption documentation and accurate child care immunization reporting is
critical.  We will:

• Overview the immunization law, including required vaccines and recommended vaccines
• Cover vaccine exemptions and necessary documentation
• Review completion of the annual childcare immunization report and the tools

and resources available to help you
• Answer any questions on the process or law

Lisa Harris is the School & Childcare Reporting and Outreach Coordinator with 21 plus years in 
the program helping providers with immunization information, law, and requirements.

Ben Christianson is an Epidemiologist assessing the statewide vaccination coverage and 
exemption levels for school and childcare.
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Speakers
CONTINUED

3:00-4:30p 

Silent Impact:  Infl uence Through Purpose, Persistence and Passion - Joe Schmit

In this high energy, high impact presentation loaded with humor, Joe Schmit inspires and teaches
you how to ramp up the profound power of your infl uence. Through research, Joe has discovered
that we make our biggest impressions when we are not trying to be impressive.  You can become
an “Impact Player” who makes everyone around you better just by being there. 

If there were a going away party at your work place today, who would the most people show up 
for? That person is having a “Silent Impact” on everyone around them, but what is their secret?
You can become that person of great infl uence. Joe’s authentic style will rally the audience to
embrace their own power of infl uence.

Joe Schmit is an author, award-winning broadcaster, community 
leader and popular keynote speaker. As a sports broadcaster he has 
covered every major sporting event in the past 3 decades and has 
interviewed many of the biggest names in sports. He joined KSTP-
TV in 1985 and has won 17 Emmys from the National Television 
Academy. He was also honored with a National Headliner Award in 
2001. Joe is also a regular on 1500ESPN radio.

Before joining KSTP-TV in 1985, he was Sports Director for WBAY-
TV in Green Bay, Wisconsin. His career also includes positions as 
weekend sports anchor for KCRG-TV in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and 
WKBT-TV in La Crosse, Wisconsin. Joe earned his degree in Mass 
Communications from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.  

Community Service:   Joe is a long time youth mentor committed to advocating for a number 
of community organizations, with Big Brothers and Big Sisters at the top of his list. He is a past 
president and board member of the Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Greater Twin Cities. He has 
raised over $3 million for the organization through the Joe Schmit Celebrity Golf Tournament 
which had a 16-year run. In 2000, he was the winner of the Jim Kelly Distinguished Service 
Award from Big Brothers and Big Sisters and in 2001, a winner of the Odyssey Award for 
commitment to youth mentorship.

Joe was also honored as the Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund (JDRF) Community Leader of the Year 
in 2005. He is past president and board member of the Fairway Foundation and has contributed 
time to many other charitable organizations. 

Currently Joe is a member of the PACER Advisory Board and the Minnesota Vikings Advisory 
Board. Joe and his wife Laura are currently chairing a 7.2 million dollar capital campaign for 
VEAP, the largest food shelf in Minnesota. 
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Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Organization  _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
State  ______________________________________________________________________________________   Zip ___________
Phone  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Only one person per registration form. Please photocopy for additional attendees.

Payment
 Before July 25   $90 MCCA Member   $120 Non-Member
 After July 25   $115 MCCA Member   $145 Non-Member

 Check (made payable to MCCA)   MasterCard   Visa

If paying by credit card, all of the following information is required.

Cardholder name_______________________________________ Phone ______________________________________

Credit card number_______________________________________ Exp. date ____________ Security code __________

Authorized signature ________________________________________________________________________________

Credit card billing address: Same as address above

Address ________________________________________ City ____________________ State _______ Zip ___________

Please bring business cards to be entered in the door prize drawing.

Attendees will receive 8 hours of in-service credit. Please contact Kelly Ashton with any questions in regard to 
attending or exhibiting at the conference at (763) 383-6213 or e-mail her at kashton@nhacademy.net.

Send completed registration form and payment to: 

MCCA  — One Voice for Children
1000 Westgate Drive, Suite 252
Saint Paul, MN  55114
Ph: (651) 290-7488
Fx: (651) 290-2266

CANCELLATION POLICY: CANCELLATIONS RECEIVED IN WRITING BY JULY 17, 2017,
WILL BE REFUNDED, LESS A $25.00 FEE. NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN AFTER JULY
17, 2017. CANCELLATIONS MUST BE FAXED TO THE MCCA OFFICE AT 651-290-2266.

FEES PAYMENT POLICY: TO BE CONSIDERED PREREGISTERED, FULL PAYMENT MUST
ACCOMPANY YOUR REGISTRATION FORM. FOR ALL OTHER REGISTRATIONS, INCLUDING
ON-SITE REGISTRATIONS, PAYMENT MUST BE MADE AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION.

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION: PER STANDARDS BY THE PAYMENT CARD INDUSTRY, 
MCCA HAS MET THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PAYMENT CARD INDUSTRY-DATA SECURITY 
STANDARDS (PCI-DSS). CREDIT CARD INFORMATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED VIA E-MAIL.

CONSENT TO USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES: REGISTRATION AND ATTENDANCE 
AT, OR PARTICIPATION IN, MCCA MEETINGS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES CONSTITUTES 
AN AGREEMENT BY THE REGISTRANT TO MCCA’S USE AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE
REGISTRANT OR ATTENDEE’S IMAGE OR VOICE IN PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEOTAPES, 
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTIONS, AND AUDIOTAPES OF SUCH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES.

Normandale Community College  |  9700 France Ave S.   |  Bloomington, MN 55431

Yes! Sign me up for MCCA’s Administrators Conference!
Tuesday, August 8, 2017
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FROM THE NORTH
Take MN-100 South
Continue on County Hwy-34 S/Normandale Blvd
Turn left at W 98th Street
Proceed east to campus
Turn left into lots

FROM THE WEST
Take I-494 East
Take France Avenue exit
At end of exit ramp, turn right
Proceed south to 98th Street
Turn right at traffi c light

FROM THE SOUTHEAST
Take I-35W North
Take exit 6 for 98th Street/County Hwy-1
At end of exit ramp, turn left
Move to the right lane to stay on 98th Street
Proceed west to the college at France Avenue

Directions

Questions?
Contact Siri Manning at 

MCCA at sirim@ewald.com

FROM THE SOUTHWEST
Take 169 North
Exit onto County Hwy-1/W Old Shakopee Rd
At end of exit ramp, turn right onto County Hwy1/W Old 
Shakopee Rd
Proceed east to France Avenue
Turn left at traffi c light onto France Avenue
Proceed north to 98th Street
Turn left at traffi c light

FROM THE EAST 
Take I-494 West
Take France Avenue exit
At end of exit ramp, turn left
Proceed south to 98th Street
Turn right at traffi c light

Normandale Community College
9700 France Ave. S.

Bloomington, MN 55431



12805 Highway 55, Suite 212
Plymouth, MN 55441

(763) 551-1300

We make it our business to

KNOW YOUR
BUSINESS




