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Chicago Area Programs 

Exploring Reggio

• Chicago Commons: a social service agency 
with 1000 children - 7 sites  

• Chicago Public Schools: 33,000 preschool 
children - 9 schools/sites inspired by Reggio 
Emilia 

• Governors State University’s Family 
Development Center: 150 children - one site 



Some Elements of the Reggio Emilia 

Approach that have been explored and 

pursued in various ways within each of 

these contexts: 

• Image of the Child 

• The Environment 

• Materials and Languages 

• Documentation 

• Emergent Curriculum 

• Parent Partnerships 

• Collaboration 

• Professional Development 

• Organizational Structure 

• Child, Parent and 

Teacher as Learners 

• Identity and Community 

• Thinking about Time 

Phase I. Phase II. 



Highlights from three areas that 

each program explored in various 

ways and at various levels

• The Role of the Environment as a 

teacher 

• Documentation 

• Professional development 



Chicago Commons 



Chicago Public Schools 



Governors State University 



Creating Environments that 

support well-being  

and learning when considering:

. 

• Color and Light 

• Transparency and Reflection 

• Levels, Boundaries & Room Arrangement 

• Furniture and Interesting Objects 

• Patterns and Textures 

• Beauty and Nature 

• Culture and Identity 



Color and Light



Color and Light 



Transparency and Reflection 



Transparency and Reflection 



Levels, Boundaries and Room Arrangement 



 Levels, Boundaries and Room Arrangement



Room Arrangement



Furniture and Interesting Objects 



Furniture and Interesting Objects 



Furniture and Interesting Objects



Furniture and Interesting Objects



Pattern and Texture



Beauty and Nature 



Beauty and Nature 



Culture and Identity 



Culture and Identity



Documentation

• Purchase and learn to use equipment

• Securing equipment

• Why take photos?

• Eliminate borders and bright backgrounds

• What does it mean to gather documentation?

• Different kinds of documentation

• What is the purpose of documentation?

• How do we put documentation together to present a story?

• Documentation as a tool for constructing understanding

• Three types of documentation and how long it stays up

• Struggles and challenges













Using documentation 

to better know children’s perspective, 

 understanding and interests 





“It’s a rushing waterfall and a pond with 

benches, chairs and stairs”. 





“The colors in my shirt”



Professional Development



Governors State University 



•Children have the right to be safe, secure and cared for in a respectful,

 comfortable environment. 

•Children have the right to explore, experiment, interact and be challenged in a

 richly stimulating environment.  

•Children have the right to learn within the context of their community.  

•People of all races, ethnic groups, family types and socioeconomic backgrounds

 have the right to be respected and valued participants.      

•Early childhood educators have the right to pursue new and/or deeper 

knowledge along with encouragement for possible applications for early education. 

•Early childhood educators have the right to ongoing, high quality professional

 development, including reflective practice. 

•Parents have the right to be respected for their ideas, experiences and potential

 while being supported in understanding their children as well other children.  

•The FDC and College of Education believe in a reciprocal relationship where there

 is an exchange of educational theory and classroom application.

Major Program Beliefs 

We Believe;



Chicago Public Schools 



Professional development is in

 constant motion. In order to

 keep healthy, you have to keep

 moving. There are different

 speeds to meet people at

 different levels of learning and

 different intensities. 

Chicago Commons 


